
We hope that this new year finds all of you happy and healthy!

Please forgive our late letter—many of you know that we had a rough end 
to 2003. We considered skipping a letter this year, but we do have news of 
great joy as well as great sorrow to share. Our son Aramis Elijah was born 
on September 30, and David’s father Clyde passed away on December 21, 
following a 9-month battle with cancer. From your Christmas letters, we 
know that many of you have experienced similar events and we share both 
your joy and sadness.

Here is a month-by-month account of our year... 
January 2003 – We kicked off the New 
Year in Pasadena, watching the OU 
Sooners win the Rose Bowl. We watched 
the Rose Parade, and Emma and Daddy 
tried ice skating. We also learned that we 
were expecting a new baby, due October 
1st—what a fun way to start the new year! 

February found us in the Sierra 
Nevada mountains playing in the 
snow, then heading south for a visit 
to Disneyland and Disney’s California 
Adventure with David’s sister Raye 
and parents Clyde and Carol to cel-
ebrate their 40th wedding anniversary. 

It was a great trip full of lots of fun, 
and we enjoyed the company of other 
assorted friends and family while we 
were there. The kids particularly loved 
riding the Casey Jr. train—we may 
hold a world record for consecutive 
rides. 
March saw us return to the moun-
tains for one last snow play adventure, then the regular routine of David 
working at Adobe, Emma going to preschool, Christy going to Bible study, 
and Atticus making all of us laugh. 

April brought bad news. David’s dad Clyde was 
diagnosed with cancer. We drove to Oklahoma 
and spent the next several 
weeks at his side, hop-
ing and praying for his 
recovery during a lengthy 
hospital stay.  On the way 
back to California we vis-
ited the Capulin Volcano 
in New Mexico; this made 
a huge impression and the 
kids are now budding vol-

canologists. When we returned home, we discovered that 
our beloved kitty Tristan had died. His absence has left a 
sad empty space in our household. Gizmo and Chisolm 
once again have the rule of the household, but they clearly 
miss their playful friend. 
May came and we celebrated Emma’s 4th 
birthday Spirit–style (as in “Stallion of 
the Cimarron”), complete with pony ride 
and horse–themed jump house. Then we 
traveled to St. Louis to watch Christy’s 

Dad Charles 
and step-
mom Kay 
graduate 
from semi-
nary. Emma and Atticus had 
their first real train ride (from 
Hermann to St. Louis, about 
70 miles), and especially 

loved paddle boating and feeding Cheerios to the fishies in the lake. 
June meant gym classes and swim lessons for Atticus and Emma, and David 
began a graduate program in Electrical Engineering at Stanford. We went 
to see “Finding Nemo” in the theater and a family favorite was born! Both 
Emma and Atticus love quoting lines from the movie, which is hysterical—
if you’ve never heard a toddler speaking whale you don’t know what you’re 
missing! We all took another trip to OK to check on Clyde, who was finally 
released from the hospital but continued chemo on an outpatient basis.  
July was beach time—of course in Northern California that’s not what it 
sounds like. We stayed in the small coastal town of Cambria (now famous 
as the epicenter of the recent big quake) for a cool and foggy 4th of July 
weekend, once again bundling up to watch fireworks from the beach. We’ve 

resolved to spend 4th of July inland next year! We 
acquired the Finding Nemo Xbox video game, for 
which Emma showed an amazing aptitude. Atticus’ 
2nd birthday was a Thomas the Tank Engine/Bob 

the Builder 
extravaganza, 
Emma started 
learning to 
read, Christy 
started having 
contractions 
at 28 weeks 

and went on bed rest. Friends and family quickly came to our aid, including 
Christy’s sister Cathy and stepmom Kay, who made bedrest with two small 
children possible. 
August was a quiet month, spent just enjoying family 
time and anticipating the arrival of Puddle #3. Grand-
ma Betty came to visit and was a great help around 
the house and with the kids. Emma started soccer 

practices in a 5 and under league—loved 
the practices, didn’t care for 

the games (twice 
as many players, 
one ball—she 
preferred to sit on 
the field and pick 
flowers, and was occasionally chastised 
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November, we outfitted the Odyssey 
with a DVD system and journeyed 
to Portland for Thanksgiving with 
David’s sister Raye. We had our first 
snow play of the season at Mount 
Hood, and introduced the kids to 
Chuck E. Cheese, which was a major 
hit! Atticus and Emma informed Aunt 
Raye that we would be dining there 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner for the 
duration of our visit. During this month Christy sold poinsettias like mad 
to raise money for the preschool, Dave continued to hit the books, Aramis 
grew big and healthy, Atticus charmed everyone to pieces, and Emma never 
ceased to dazzle us all with her cleverness! 
December arrived, and the holidays were upon us. We started getting into 
the spirit of the season by decorating the house, attending Christmas pag-

eants and programs, 
doing holiday bak-
ing, and celebrating 
the birth of another 
precious baby, Jesus, 
who came and gave 
his life for all of 
us. In the second 
week of December, 
Clyde’s health took 
a dramatic turn for 
the worse and David 

flew back to Oklahoma to be with him. When it became evident that the 
end was near, David returned to CA and the whole family rushed back to 
Enid, where we introduced Clyde to his 
new grandson Aramis. Clyde passed away 
on December 21, and was laid to rest 
on December 23 after a beautiful and 

uplifting me-
morial service. 
We celebrated 
Christmas and 
the new year in Oklahoma with family, then 
traveled to New Orleans to watch the Sooners 
play for the National Championship in the Sugar 
Bowl, also known as the Sweet and Sour Bowl to 
us Okies. We’re finally back home in California, 
hoping for a less eventful year in 2004!  

For those of you who 
haven’t seen enough 
pictures of our darling 
children, please take 
a look at our website, 
www.pondfamily.net (we 
especially recommend 
the Disneyland and USS 
Hornet photo albums). Feel 
free to email David anytime 
at pond@computer.org or 

Christy at yseult@charter.net—we’d always love to hear from you. If you 
haven’t received any email from Christy in a while, she would particularly 
love to hear from you, as she managed to lose both her old AOL address 
book and all data from her Palm Pilot this year. We send this greeting with 
God’s blessings and our love and prayers for each and every one of you! 

 The Pond Family 
 David, Christy, Emma, Atticus, and Aramis 

by the coach for holding hands with other 
players during the game). Christy and David 
celebrated 10 wonderful years of wedded 
bliss!  
September 1st was 
a major mile-
stone—the baby 
was at 36 weeks and 
Christy was off bed 
rest! Christy resumed 
normal activity and 
began enduring the 
question, “Haven’t 
you had that baby yet?” Emma started 
preschool again, Christy began serving on the 
board as 
the school’s 
Fundraising 
Coordina-
tor, David 
entered his 

second quarter of graduate study, and At-
ticus became a junior firefighter, putting 
out pretend fires all day, every day! Just as we thought Baby Pond would 
arrive on or after his due date (a first for our family), Aramis Elijah (named 
for the 3rd musketeer and the Old 
Testament prophet) made his grand 
entrance on September 30 during 
a blessedly short and relatively easy 
delivery. Hooray! 

October, things started getting crazy, balancing 3 kids, field trips, soccer 
games, school and church meetings, graduate school—chaos, but we love it! 
We went to the Swank Farms 
corn maze, where Dave and 
the kids launched pumpkins at 
targets from a giant slingshot 
and we all looked for clues in 
a humongous (12 acres) corn 
maze. The kids also enjoyed a 
smaller, less dense corn maze 
near our house where we could 
all play hide-and-seek. David 
attended the Microsoft Professional Developers Conference in L.A. which 
took place at the same time as the wildfires that ravaged southern Califor-
nia. For Halloween Emma dressed as a ballerina and Atticus as a firefighter. 
Baby brother Aramis was dashing in an orange and white Halloween outfit 
and rode along in the Snugli carrier for trick-or-treat. 
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