
looking like he would crawl any day, but always 
reverted to rolling to get where he wanted to 
go. Now he looks as though he will certainly 
walk at any second, but after balancing for a 
moment or cruising to the end of the couch, 
he decides to sit down and crawl instead. He 
is vocalizing in his own language and making 
the sign for “more” when the incentive is ice 
cream or another treat, but seems quite content 
to develop at his own pace. His anxious par-
ents vacillate between being worried about his 
progress and being thankful, since he is our last 
baby, that he has drawn out his babyhood to comfort us. He is a darling, de-

lightful child and has brought much joy into our 
home, as have each of our children in their own 
way. In fact our house at times seems about to 
burst with the love, joy and laughter of children, 
and we feel more blessed than we could ever have 
imagined. 
David celebrated 
his 5th anniversa-
ry at Adobe this 
year by taking a 
5-week sabbatical 
during the sum-
mer, which was 
happily spent do-
ing as little as pos-

sible. We capped the sabbatical by introducing 
the kids to camping with a 3-day progressive 
trip that began in our living room, progressed 
to the driveway, and finished up in Rocky 
Mountain National Park. We all had a great time and look forward to more 
Colorado camping excursions. David continues his studies at Stanford and 
hopes to finish up his degree in the coming months.
Christy has joined a MOPS group and Bible study, but misses her close group 
of Bible study friends in California. She keeps busy, but can’t really remember 

how... Oh yeah, taking the aforementioned 
four children around to all their appointments 
and activities and oc-
casionally volunteer-
ing in their classes 
just about does it. 
Her favorite part of 
the sabbatical was 
working with David 
to paint an elaborate 
outer space/sci-fi/
New York City mu-
ral in the boys’ bed-
room.

Sadly, our year was not without loss. Christy’s 
Grandma Buckner went to be with the Lord in No-
vember after living a full and feisty 95 years. She 
was an inspiration to many, an example of hard work 

To our treasured family and friends,                                          Christmas 2006
We wish you a very Merry Christmas! 
Our year has been a blur of activity, in-
cluding jaunts around the state, mul-
tiple trips to California, Missouri and 
Oklahoma, and assorted school com-
mitments. We tried to avoid too many 
extracurricular activities in our first 
year here so as not to invite more chaos 
than the raising of four small children 
already provides, but we managed to 
keep a hectic pace just the same. The 
close of 2006 marks the end of our first 
full year in Colorado, and we have spent 
as much of the year as possible explor-
ing the breathtaking beauty of our new 
home state in all its glory. 

Emma continues to enjoy and excel in school. 
She has a deep desire to learn, and will often 
spend a Saturday exploring a new subject on 
her own. She is also passionate about reading 
and writing, and over the summer produced 
several short books and started a number of 
others, including an 8th book in the Harry 
Potter series. She has also discovered the 
American Girls series and is particularly fond 
of Molly. She is taking a dance class once a 
week and joined a Brownie troop this year, 
loving both. She has never ceased to amaze 
us with her loving spirit, intellect and hu-
mor. Emma wants you to know that “I have 
been looking forward to Christmas so I could learn 
more about the birth of Jesus.”

Atticus started Kindergarten this year and came into full bloom! He has al-
ways been a bright and fun-loving boy, but never much disposed to academ-
ics. This year he is thrilled about learning to read and sharing interesting 
facts from school with the family. He loves 
coloring and writing, taking great pride in 
improving so much in both areas. He is tak-
ing swim lessons twice a week, also excel-
ling where before he had limited interest. 
He is a loving and thoughtful brother to his 
siblings, and comes up with the most pro-
found ideas for inventions. Atticus says, “My 
favorite character from Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer is Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”
Aramis continues to be our “Brute Squad” 
but has also earned a new nickname, “Hi-
laramis,” because he is such a funny kid! 
He can make all of us laugh in any circum-
stance, even when we are trying to discipline 
him (which is very difficult to do while unsuccessfully stifling a grin or a 
giggle). He started preschool this year, which he adores, having watched his 

older brother and sister go to school his entire 
life. He will often don his Halloween knight 
costume first thing in the morning and spend 
the day as “Good Sir Knight Aramis,” bat-
tling dragons and bad knights and going on 
quests. He is a cute, precocious and contrary 
3-year-old and keeps us all in stitches. Aramis 
was unavailable for comment because he was 
busy playing chess (his favorite game) with 
the figures from the nativity set.
Eragon has earned his reputation as the world’s 
most mellow baby. He is so completely easygo-
ing that we sometimes wonder whether he’ll 
ever not be a baby. He teased us for months, 
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Aramis, age 3 Eragon, age 1 — Cruisin’ baby!

Emma & Molly

Six Flags Friends



and faith, and she will be dearly missed. Our 
beloved 15-year-old kitty Chisolm passed 
away in May, leaving an empty space in our 
lives, especially that of his sister Gizmo who 
is now our only pet.

On a happier note, our year ends with the 
exciting news that Christy’s sister Cathy is 
engaged! The entire family was instantly 
enamored of Cathy’s fiance, and our kids 
have already taken to calling him Uncle 
Ryan. Their wedding will be a highlight of 
the coming year!

We close by wishing you and yours a healthy and happy 2007, full of God’s 
greatest blessings. We send this greeting with a prayer for you and our love 
and affection,

The Pond Family
David, Christy, Emma, Atticus, Aramis, and Eragon

Destructor baby!

Chillin’ on Mt. Evans in July

Tiny Town Railroad

Six Flags Elitch Gardens in DenverTrailblazers

Merry
  Christmas!        2006
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